Education in Kenya and Sudan
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The Republic of Kenya and the Republic of Sudan present very different pictures when looking at how the two countries provide education for their children. Factors like money, political stability, and even traditions play a part in shaping the educational systems of the two countries.  

KENYA

The country of Kenya currently has a national literacy rate of about 85%, a figure that ideally could be higher but one that has improved a lot in recent decades.  The Kenyan government has made improving education a priority.  They have started a number of government programs for building schools and eliminating fees for the children who want to go to school.  Kenya has a Ministry of Education whose motto is “Quality Education for Development.”  About 85% of Kenya’s school-age children attend elementary school. That number drops to 24% for high school, and only 2% for college.  The Ministry of Education is trying to keep more children in school by offering vocational and technical education by the year 2010.  Kenya currently spends about 7% of their nation’s budget on education.  They have also gotten some help from organizations like the United Nations and the World Bank to offer more education opportunities to the Kenyan children.  Kenya also has a number of universities, both public and private, though only a small percentage of students in Kenya go on to study at that level.

Unfortunately, the Kenyan literacy rate of 85% does not show the gap that exists between boys and girls in Kenya.  The literacy rate for boys is about 91%, while it is 79% for girls.  This wide gap between boys and girls can be explained by a number of factors.  Literacy and school attendance are much higher for both boys and girls in cities.  The attendance rates drops for all children living in rural areas.  However, for girls the numbers are much worse than for boys.  Teachers still have to work to get many rural families to see the importance of education for girls.  The traditional view is that boys need education to get better jobs.  Girls only need to prepare for marriage.  Early marriages are very common in rural parts of the country, and a marriage brings a dowry to the bride’s family.  A dowry is money or gifts the groom and his family gives to the bride and her parents as a wedding present.

SUDAN

The Republic of Sudan has not made quite the progress in education that one sees in Kenya.  Sudan has been involved in a civil war for many years, and that conflict has meant chaos for the southern and western parts of the country.  Sudan has a national literacy rate of about 61%, and a wide gap in the literacy of boys and girls.  Sudan’s boys have a literacy rate of about 72%, while girls have only a literacy rate of 50%.  The military conflict in the countryside has left many schools in ruins, while children living in cities having the best chance to get an education.  Boys’ education programs receive about two-thirds of the available money for education, while girls’ education programs get only one-third.  Education reform was introduced in the 1990s, but emphasis placed mainly in expanding the religious education of the students.
Sudanese girls face many of the same problems as girls throughout Africa who live in rural or traditional communities.  Many parents are concerned that allowing girls to go to public schools will result in their learning bad behavior.  They also feel if there is money to spend on education, it should go to their sons who will have to be able to earn a living.  Daughters are often seen as needing only to prepare for marriage.  A married daughter means wealth for both families, dowry money for the bride’s family and a new household worker for the family of the groom.  Many girls who are allowed to go to school are sent to religious schools where they mainly study the Quran.

