Chernobyl Disaster Notes
	What Happened
Government Reaction
Human Impact

	1. April 25-Operators shut off several safety systems

2. Began to power down the fourth reactor for a test of the plant’s emergency electrical power supply.

3. Power surge caused fuel in the reactor to overheat

4. Steam explosion and fire

5. Explosion and fire produced a radioactive cloud more than 3,280 feet in the air.

6. Radioactive substances spread over part of what are now Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus.

7. Winds carried the radioactive material into Northern and central Europe.
1. Concealed (hid) the accident from the public for nearly 2 days and refused outside help.

2. Officials evacuated the nearby towns of Chernobyl and Prypyat.

3. Cleanup workers covered the reactor with a concrete shell.

4. Chernobyl’s last reactor shut down in 2000.

1. Soviet officials reported that 31 people died from radiation sickness or burns.  200 others were seriously injured.

2. The total number of deaths will continue to grow significantly.

3. Fallout (radioactive material) from the accident caused a number of health and environmental problems.

4. Thyroid cancer, skin diseases, respiratory (breathing) illness, and heart problems.
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